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Plotting 
it out 


The Grow Beach! 
board met with 
students to 
discuss future 
plans for the 
organization. 


By Daly 49ER STAFF 


Facing a two-year probation pe- 
riod, the Grow Beach! Community 
Garden is underway this semester. 

Elizabeth Flores, a senior nutrition 
and dietetics major and the commu- 
nity chair of the Grow Beach! board 
said that the probation period will be 
used to “see how established the com- 
munity can become with the garden.” 

“It's an out for the university, so if 
the project is not successful in two 
years they can say, ‘sorry, you didn't 
have enough people come, and we are 
not going to continue this endeavor 
anymore,” Flores said. 

After two years of planning, Grow 
Beach! held its first open meeting 
on Wednesday to discuss student in- 
volvement and open positions on the 
board. 

“I'm excited for the things that 
Grow Beach! is trying to accomplish,” 
Honda Aquilar, a senior accounting 
major who attended the meeting, 
said. 

Junior health science major Fer- 
nando Cabrel said he is excited for 
what Grow Beach! is trying to accom- 
plish. 

“I kind of want to start growing 
_my own food and be self-sustainable,’ 
Cabrel said. 


see GROW, page 2 
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French Consul General of France, Axel Cruau (left) History professor David Shafer (center) and French journalist, Guillaume Serina (right) 
take questions from students at the panel discussion on the Charlie Hebdo attacks in the MM building on Wednesday. 


HONORING 
HEBDO 


The History and French 
Departments hosted a panel 
discussion on the Charlie Hebdo 
attack and freedom of speech. 


BY Mapkon Mapison D’ ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Assistant News Editor 


Two gunmen burst into the offices 
of French satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo. They targeted journalists and 
cartoonists who had published mate- 
rial that the assailants felt offended the 
Muslim prophet Mohammed. 

“France, its values, its citizens were 
attacked? Axel Cruau, the consul 
general of France in Los Angeles, said, 


addressing a panel discussion at Cali- 
fornia State University, Long Beach on 
Wednesday evening. “Journalists were 
murdered because they believed in 
freedom of speech.” 

Twenty,’ said Tracey Mayfield, 
Associate Dean of the library. 
“[media:scape tables] are there to help 
facilitate the group work we know you 
are already doing.” 


see HEBDO, page 3 


LBSU ATHLETICS 


LBSU softball coach Kim Sowder 
(left) will begin the new season 
with a winning record of 272 wins 
and 17] losses in her career. 


Back 


for 
more 


Long Beach State 
will step onto the 
diamond for the 
first time on Friday 
when they take on 
Sacramento State. 


By JosH BARAJAS 


Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State softball team’s 
quest for a second consecutive Big 
West title begins Friday in the SoCal 
Collegiate Classic at the 49er Softball 


Complex. 

The 49ers will open up the season with 
a double header against Sacramento State 
and Northwestern State. The opening 
tournament will continue on Saturday 
with another double header against Utah 
and Idaho State, and wrap up on Sunday 
with a final matchup against Utah. 


see SOFTBALL, page 8 


OPINION 


Ban smoking on campus 


ARIANA SAWYER 


Opinions Editor 


very morning when I get to cam- 
pus, the sun has only just risen, 


the wind is rustling through the 


tress and the pleasant smell of eucalyp= 


tus is drifting through the air. 

Then suddenly, a repugnant cloud 
of smoke hits me in the face and forces 
its way through my nostrils or mouth 
and goes down into my lungs. I try to 
breath out and hold my breath, but 
I can't get far enough away from the 
toxic cloud before I need to inhale 
again. 

“T feel like the smokers section is a 
chill place to hang out,’ Knoi Pham, 
a first year biochemistry major, said. 


“Anywhere else, people won't randomly 


talk to each other” 
I guess he's never gone bowling, 


played pool or visited that room with 
all of the game systems in it inside the 
USU. 

He was accepted to another uni- 
versity, but when he found out that 
smoking was completely banned there, 
he decided to come here instead. 

* California State University, Long 
Beach has many attributes for which 
it ought to be proud, but the failure to 


ban smoking is not one of those things. 


In January 2013, the student senate 
voted to ban smoking and the sale of 
tobacco on campus, according to the 
Statewide Senate Report. 

Two years later, long after the entire 
CSU ban, they are finally forming a 
special taskforce of 20 staff and student 
members to look into it. They. met on 
January 23 and will continue to meet 
every month in order to determine 
what the best plan of implementation 
is. 


see SMOKING, page 5 
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ASI pushes for 
more student 


voices 


ASI says two trustees and one student vote is 


not enough to represent the 23 California State 


University campuses. 


By Minpy LOCKHART 
Contributing Writer 


A resolution passed by The Asso- 
ciated Students Inc. Wednesday af- 
ternoon is asking the California State 
Legislature to increase the number 
of student trustees on the California 
State University Board of Trustees. 

The CSU Board of Trustees only in- 
cludes two students, one voting trust- 
ee and one non-voting trustee. 

According to the CSU website, the 
Board of Trustees is made up of 25 
members who are responsible for the 
over cite of the 23 CSU campuses. 

“We feel its not fair for one person 
to represent the entire CSU because 
they have a lot of pressure on them- 
selves and that way they can have more 
help,” Senator Marvin Flores said. 

ASI Senate passed the resolution af- 
ter including it on the agenda for the 
past three meetings. 

“What we are trying to do is add 
four more [representatives], two vot- 
ing and two non-voting for a total of 
six trustees,” Flores said. 

The resolution would also require 
that these trustees represent all of 
California based on region, two trust- 
ees from Northern California, two 
trustees from Central California and 
two trustees from Southern Califor- 
nia. Each region would then have one 
voting trustee and one non-voting 
trustee. 

The proposed resolution ensures 
that student opinions are voiced dur- 
ing the six meetings that are held 
throughout the year even when an- 
other trustee is absent. 

“If they are not there, they have 
no voice what so ever,’ said Flores. 


“(More voting members would] help 
them out and be the voice that sup- 
ports them.” 

Concern about the resolution is 
based upon the bureaucratic work 
that is taken to add a new trustee 
member. 

A new trustee member has to be ap- 
proved by the CSU Board of Trustees 
and Governor Jerry Brown. It may not 
be feasible to have more than two stu- 
dents to represent the CSU students. 

ASI Vice President Nayiri Baghdas- 
sarian drew up the resolution after 
hearing student concern. 

“Tt wasn't just ASI members that 
talk to me about this, it was actual stu- 
dents who are involved and aware of 
what is going on,” Baghdassarian said. 

The two students trustees are voting 
for trustee Talar Alexanian, a journal- 
ism major at California State Univer- 
sity Northridge and non-voting Kelsey 
Brewer, a political science major at 
California State University Fullerton 
to assume the two open Southern Cal- 
ifornia positions. 

“I am doing my job,” Baghdassarian 
said. “We are doing our job as student 
representatives by addressing the con- 
cerns of our students.” 

The resolution will be taken to the 
California Higher Education Student 
Summit where students work with leg- 
islatures and students from other CSU 
campuses, which will take place from 
Feb. 28 to March 2. 

“Just because something is a little 
hard, doesn’t mean we are not going to 
go for it,” Baghdassarian said. 

Other business at the ASI meeting 
included the unanimous election of a 
new senator for the College of Educa- 
tion, Kimberly Kreszyn, a liberal stud- 
ies major. 


CARTOONISTS 
WANTED! 


Join the Daily 49er and see 
your work here! 


Contact us at 


eicd49er@gmail.com 


Why 
cocaine 
addicts 
keep 
making 
bad 
decisions 


Chronic cocaine use alters brain cir- 
cuits that help us learn from mistakes, 
a new study suggests. 

The study, published online Tuesday 
in the Journal of Neuroscience, could 
offer a biological marker for the cycle 
of destructive decisions that many ad- 
dicts exhibit. 


Researchers measured EEG signals 
from a region of the midbrain that has 
been associated with how the brain 
manages errors in reward prediction. 
Neurons there release and absorb more 
dopamine when things go better or 
worse than expected, and less when 
events meet expectations. 

That proportional feedback helps ex- 
plain why we're so pleasantly surprised 
at unexpected rewards, so sorely disap- 
pointed at unforeseen penalties, and 
relatively blase about the “predictable” 
outcomes in between. 

“The brain learns from it _ whether 
you should go ahead with this experi- 
ence the next time or you should stay 
away from it,” said the study’s lead re- 
searcher, Muhammad Parvaz, a cogni- 
tive neuroscientist at the Icahn School 
of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New 
York. 

Among chronic users, said Parvaz, 
“the worse-than-expected -response 
was not there.” 

Researchers compared a range of 
EEG signals among people who don't 
use cocaine with those from two 
chronic-use groups: one that tested 
positive for cocaine use within the past 
72 hours and one that had tested nega- 
tive. 

All 75 participants played a com- 


puterized game in which they guessed 
which of four doors hid prizes. The tri- 
als offered randomly different odds of 
winning, from 1 in 4 up to 3 in 4, that 
were flashed onscreen for milliseconds 
before subjects made their choice. 

Subjects also had to report whether 
they thought they had made the right 
or wrong prediction before they could 
see the result. A corréct choice, marked 
by a green upward arrow, meant they 
had earned 60 cents, while a red down- 
ward arrow signaled they had lost 30 
cents. 

As expected, the feedback signal 
from nonusers was greater for unpre- 
dicted outcomes than for predicted 
ones. 

Across both groups of chronic us- 
ers, however, EEG readings showed no 
significant difference between expected 
and unexpected losses. Their manage- 
ment of negative reward error predic- 
tion was impaired. 

This could explain why addicts will 
return to drugs despite the negative im- 
pacts of incarceration and loss of mon- 
ey, friends and family, according to the 
researchers. “They don’t learn from it,” 
Parvaz said. “They go back to the drug.” 


—Geoffrey Mohan, 
Los Angeles Times 


Grow 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Grow Beach! has planned a “Build 
Day” in the garden on Feb. 15 from 
noon until sun-down for students to 
volunteer and bring tools to help build 
the garden. 

“Tm really passionate about being 
green and seeing this actually happen, 
it's going to be really awesome,’ said 
Nalysia Tea, a senior business major 
and the secretary on the Grow Beach! 
board. 

At the meeting Wednesday Grow 
Beach! members said they might sell 
plants for fundraising. Students can 
rent a plot in the garden for $25 per 
semester. 

“Once your plants are planted, you 
just have to show up and take care of 
them,’ Flores said. 

Grow Beach! club general members 
must pay a $5 fee. General members 
will not own a plot, but can volunteer 
to take up some gardener duties should 


A Stunning Difference 
What your teachers will not tell you 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


a plot owner be unable to tend to his or 
her garden plot. 

The garden is located on Atherton 
Street and Earl Warren Drive and will 
be open seven days a week from noon 
until sundown. Grow Beach! members 


Our American culture is based on the three items found on the quarter. 
They are Liberty, “E Pluribus Unum” (Of many, one), and In God We Trust. 
These three items are the foundation of the Republican Party. They are not the 
foundation of the “Progressive” movement. “Progressives” have replaced liberty 
with equality of outcome and finances. “E Pluribus Unum” has been replaced 
by multiculturalism. “In God we trust” has been replaced by “In government 
we trust.” Stark differences between the results of these philosophies have been 
shown during the last 6 years. Liberty and the ability to rise to our greatest 
capabilities have been replaced by demonization of the “rich” who make over 
$200,000 per year. People not agreeing with progressive ideas have been 
targeted by the IRS. Multiculturalism has led to the cultural separation of 
each different group and the targeting of each group for special privileges to 
attract their votes. “In God We Trust” has been replaced by “In Government 
We Trust.” Progressive philosophy has led to an increase in the national debt 
by over $1,000,000,000,000 in debt each year. We cannot give everyone what 
they desire. The result will be a country overwhelmed by debt - debt that you 
as a young person will pay. Think about it carefully before you vote next time. 
Do you want to be a feel good progressive or a logical Republican? 


- Micuaet Ares | Dany 49eR 
New wooden poles have been added, at the evolving Grow Beach! Community 
Garden on campus at CSULB to support the water hoses. 


said they will offer workshops for new 
gardeners to ‘learn tips, advice and 
techniques for growing the plots. 
Grow Beach! will meet on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month 
in the University Student Union 304. 
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Insurance assurance 


The Student Health Center at CSULB is offering workshops to help 
students enroll in Covered California. 


By Riva Lu 
Contributing Writer 


The deadline to enroll in healthcare 
through Covered California is Feb. 15. 

Since the beginning of 2014, it has 
been required by law under the Afford- 
able Care Act that any persons over the 
age of 18 have health insurance. 

Covered California’s student health 
plans cover all 10 of the essential health 
benefits, including emergency services, 
maternity and newborn care, mental 
health and substance use, laboratory 
services, chronic disease management 
and pediatric services including oral 
and viral care. 

“Covered [California] wants young 
people to enroll because they won't 
use the services,” California State Uni- 


versity, Long Beach marketing profes- 
sor John Briscoe said. “Young people 
don't need it. Chronic and severe health 
problems are not a domain of young 
people.” 

All enrolled CSULB students pay a 
$45 mandatory health fee annually and 
are eligible for services such as primary 
care for acute illness and injuries, wom- 
en's health, pharmacy, Family PACT, 
basic laboratory tests, x-rays and many 


other health resources. Student Health — 


Services provides many resourceful 
brochures that students may look into if 
they are interested in using the services 
provided. 

Thomas P. McCabe, a health care ad- 
ministrations professor at CSULB, said 
that amongst 210 of his students, only 
one student has applied for Covered 
California, and even that student only 
did it because his father did. 


“Because of their parent’s existing in- 
surance,’ McCabe said. “They are cov- 
ered until they have reached the age 26.” 

The CSULB fact sheet for Covered 
California states that data indicates that 
over 70 percent of CSU students have 
incomes that qualify them for the newly 
expanded Medi-Cal program. 

According to Covered California, 
tax credit information is required at the 
time of application. In order to qualify 
for these credits, a student is required 
to have an annual income between 138 
percent and 400 percent of the Federal 
Poverty Level. According to the FDL, 
a one-person household on the FDL 
threshold makes around $11,670 a 
year. McCabe said that most full-time 
students don’t make $9,500 through 
employment to qualify for these ben- 
efits. 

“It is not beneficiary for me to ap- 


ply. I have insurance with my mom and 
with the money I make from minimum 
wage, there is a magnitude of expenses 
I need to worry more about because I 
have to account for rent expense, food 
and textbooks,” Jimmy Tran, a third 
year business economics major said. 

Applicants who may be consider- 
ing enrollment are required to provide 
legal documents, such as their verified 
income, federal tax information, social 
security number, and citizenship infor- 
mation. However, since many students 
are not working, not all of them can 
provide the documents that are re- 
quired for the application. 

“I don’t think its beneficial, not be- 
cause the idea of universal health care 
is bad, but because the execution of it is 
bad,” Joseph Nguyen, a senior political 
science major said. 

According to the CSULB fact sheet 


for Covered California, California is 
the first state to enact legislation under 
the Affordable Care Act, which aims to 
increase the number of Americans with 
insurance and cut the overall cost of 
healthcare. 

Students considering purchasing 
coverage through Covered California 
can opt out of prior insurance programs 
and student health plans if they wish to 
enroll in the services of Covered Cali- 
fornia. Students who are enrolled in 
their school’s health insurance plans 
will not be eligible to apply. 

“It sounds like a good thing to enroll 
in, but most of the stuff included is not 
needed by most students until probably 
later on, Flor Trueba, a senior sociol- 
ogy major, said. 

SHS is offering workshops for Cov- 
ered California enrollment assistance 
on Feb. 8 and 15 from 9 a.m. to noon. 


HEBDO 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Twelve people were killed by the 
time the murder spree came to an end. 
In photos published by France's Le 
Monde newspaper, which depicted the 
aftermath of the attack, there are pools 
of blood beneath cartoons pinned to 
the wall as if the cartoons themselves 
had been shot. 

The French and History Depart- 
ments organized the panel in the Multi 
Media building to discuss the recent 
attacks. The panel drew an audience of 
approximately 150 people. 

French journalist Guillaume Serina, 
UCLA Professor of French and Fran- 
cophone studies Lia Brozgal, CSULB 
history professor David Shafer and 
Yousef Baker of the CSULB interna- 
tional studies program also joined 
Cruau in speaking at the panel. 

In the opening remarks, CSULB 
President Jane Close Conoley ex- 
pressed how freedom of speech was 
relevant to the university setting. 


“At the heart of what we do is to 
speak, to express, to rebuke,” Conoley 
said. 

The goal of the panel was to discuss 
the importance of freedom of speech 
as well as to examine the cultural 
differences that came to a head that 
January morning, Shafer said. 

“France has a long tradition of 
satire,’ Sarina said. 

To frame the attacks for Americans, 
Sarina asked the audience to imagine 
that Steven Colbert and Jon Stewart 
had been killed. 

“That’s the type of response we had,” 
Sarina said. 

Baker urged the audience to dis- 
tinguish between bigotry and satire, 
which he said was “the ridicule of 
those in power.” 

“Bigotry is making fun of a group 
that lacks power in a society,’ Baker 
said. 

Brozgal said that another major dif- 
ference between the United States and 
France was the “French philosophy” 
towards race. 

“[It] is color-blind? Brozgal said. “It 
is not even seen. Races don't exist” 

An example is the refusal to accom- 


a 


Kevin Frorts | Dany 49erR 
International studies professor Yousef Baker speaks at the panel discussion on the Charlie Hebdo attacks; the panel was 
held in the MM building on Wednesday evening. 


modate Muslim students in France 
who request a Halal meal from the 
school cafeteria, Brozgal said. 

Answering a question from a 
student, Baker said that questioning 
the social structures and policies that 
produce criminals is more important 
than asking how criminals are made. 

“Its much more offending to the 
prophet [Mohammed] that people 
were killed in his name,’ Heba Al- 
Shoubaki, an exercise science major 
said when called on by thee panel. 

“A cartoon should not raise this level 
of violence. Nothing that can be said 
or done will affect the image of the 
prophet in our eyes.” 

To end his presentation, Shafer pre- 
sented a personal anecdote. He told the 
audience that he was in Paris having 
dinner with his daughter at an Israeli 
restaurant when Francois Hollande 
of the Socialist Party won the French 
presidential elections in 2012. 

When the news was announced, two 
men of African descent, one who was 
Muslim, burst into the restaurant with 
guitars. They proceeded to play the 
French national anthem as the diners 
joined them in song and laughter. 


FCC chairman proposes tough net 
neutrality rules advocated by Obama 


WASHINGTON — ‘The head of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission said Wednesday that he is 
proposing tough new rules govern- 
ing online traffic that would regulate 
Internet service like a public utility 
but modernize the oversight “for the 
21st century.” 

The proposed net neutrality rules 
would prohibit broadband compa- 
nies from charging websites for fast- 
er delivery of their content and from 
blocking or slowing any legal online 
content or service, FCC Chairman 
Tom Wheeler said. 

The regulations would apply to 
wired and wireless Internet service, 
he said in an opinion article on 
Wired’s website. 

“The Internet must be fast, fair 
and open. That is the message I’ve 
heard from consumers and innova- 
tors across this nation,’ Wheeler 
said in announcing his steps after 
millions of comments flooded the 
agency. 

“That is the principle that has 
enabled the Internet to become an 
unprecedented platform for innova- 
tion and human expression, he said. 
“The proposal I present to the com- 
mission will ensure the Internet re- 
_mains open, now and in the future, 
for all Americans.” 

Wheeler’s proposal must be ap- 
proved by a majority of the five- 
member FCC, which is scheduled to 
vote on it Feb. 26. 

“My proposal assures the rights of 
Internet users to go where they want, 
when they want, and the rights of in- 
novators to introduce new products 
wihtout asking anyone's permission,” 
Wheeler said. 

Wheeler is a Democrat appointed 
by President Barack Obama, and the 
FCC has a 3-2 Democratic majority. 
His fellow Democrats are expected 
to back the proposal, with the Re- 
publican commissioners opposing it. 

Major Internet content compa- 
nies have pushed the FCC for tough 
net neutrality rules. But broadband 
providers have threatened to sue 
the agency if it approves utility-like 
regulation, arguing it is overstepping 
the FCC’s authority. 

After a federal court tossed out the 


FCC’s net neutrality rules last year, 
Wheeler initially proposed a lighter 
regulatory approach that could have 
allowed for some so-called paid pri- 
oritization of content. 

But in November, Obama publicly 
called for the FCC to take a stron- 
ger approach that would classify the 
Internet as a regulated utility under 
Title 2 of the 1996 telecommunica- 
tion law. Most Democrats support 
the tougher approach, but key con- 
gressional Republicans strongly op- 
pose it. 

Wheeler says in the Wired article 
that he believes the FCC has the 
power to reclassify Internet service 
as a regulated utility. 

“The Congress gave the FCC 
broad authority to update its rules 
to reflect changes in technology and 
marketplace behavior in a way that 
protects consumers,” he said. “Over 
the years, the commission has used 
this authority to the public’s great 
benefit.” 

He argues that the Internet 
wouldn't have developed if the FCC 
had not mandated open access for 
network equipment in the late 1960s. 

Broadband companies and Re- 
publican opponents of utility-like 
regulation said it was meant for rail- 
roads and phone companies, not the 
fast-evolving Internet. 

Key congressional Republicans 
have proposed legislation that would 
prohibit broadband providers from 
blocking websites, slowing connec- 
tion speeds and charging companies 
for faster delivery of their content _ 
but without utility-like regulation. 

Wheeler said Wednesday he 
would modernize the utility regu- 
lations so they would not squelch 
investment in broadband networks. 
For example, he said the FCC would 
not impose rate regulation or tariffs 
on Internet service. 

The regulations “will be strong 
enough and flexible enough not only 
to deal with the realities of today, but 
also to establish ground rules for the 
as-yet unimagined.” 


—Jim Puzzanghera, 
Los Angeles Times 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Dear readers, 


The Daily 49er began the 2015 
spring semester with a bang. Your 
student newspaper is constantly 
expanding and diversifying, from our 
recently redesigned website, to our 
fresh look in the print — not to men- 
tion our Weekly 49er news program 
that kicked off last semester. We have 
grown as a staff, and the organization 
is thriving. 

The only thing we are missing right 
now is you! The Daily 49er is a news 
source that aims to serve the student 
body of California State University, 


Long Beach. If you are looking for an 
outlet, looking for an opportunity or 
merely looking for information, look 
no further. 

One of our proudest additions to 
the organization is the free training 
that we have begun to provide to any 
member of the student body who is 
interested in or considering joining 
us. We are prepared to train students 
in a myriad of topics (including: news 
writing, reporting, feature writing, 
video production, on-camera report- 
ing, podcasting, newspaper designing 
and more!). 

To get started, visit www.daily49er. 


com and click on the “About” tab on 
the top right of the screen. Select “Join 
Us,” and you will then find a link to 

a simple form with which you can 
request any workshop that you would 
like. 

It’s simple: attend a workshop, and 
then get your first assignment as an 
official contributor to the Daily 49er! 

Thank you for your support, and we 
look forward to working with you! 


All the best, 

-Paige Pelonis 

Editor in Chief, Daily 49er 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


Bobby Findal 


shows how not to 
replace 
Obamacare 


divided both about how to replace 

Obamacare and about the urgency 
of coming up with an alternative plan. 
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal has just 
escalated that internal debate and 
shown why his side should lose it. 

None of the potential 2016 Re- 
publican presidential candidates has 
thought more about the Affordable 
Care Act than Jindal, and none of the 
others has come up with a plan as de- 
tailed as his. Jindal’s key provision is to 
eliminate the tax break for employer- 
provided health coverage and instead 
offer a deduction with which people 
could buy insurance in the individual 
market. 

The great flaw in Jindal’s plan is 
that it would cause millions of people 
to lose their coverage. Deductions are 
more valuable to those in high tax 
brackets, and they wouldn’t provide 
much help for the lower-income people 


Ie no secret that Republicans are 
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whom Obamacare allowed to enroll 

in Medicaid. Many of the people now 
covered under Obamacare’s exchanges 
would also lose their coverage. And 
someof thosenow covered by their 
employers would find their plans 
threatened as younger and healthier 
employees used the new deduction to 
leave those plans for the individual 
market. 

In a new op-ed, Jindal suggests that 
his plan has some advantages over 
other Republican alternatives. His 
target, though he doesn’t name it, is 
a proposal outlined last year by Sens. 
Richard Burr, Tom Coburn, and Orrin 
Hatch. That proposal would enable 
many more people to get coverage than 
Jindal’s plan would, because it would 
offer tax credits instead of deduc- 
tions. And it would leave most people 
in employer-provided coverage safe 
because people could use the credit to 
buy individual coverage only if they 
didn’t have access to an employer plan. 

Jindal identifies two defects in the 
higher-coverage plan, which he calls 
“Obamacare Lite.” It would be more 
costly than his proposal. The way he 
puts it is that it would repeal only some 
of Obamacare’s taxes instead of all of 
them. And it would discourage work. 
The credits shrink with income, so 
people wouldn't reap the full rewards 
for working longer or getting raises. 

He’s right about the potential ef- 
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fects on work, which suggests that the 
senators’ plan should be modified: The 
credit should stay the same size re- 
gardless of income. If that adjustment 
were made, the plan would also be a 
bigger tax cut and thus Jindal’s other 
concern would be addressed. 

Jindal suggests that an upcoming 
Supreme Court case, King v. Burwell, 
is a reason for Republicans to put 
forward their own health-care plan, 
and he’s also right about that. The 
court may well rule that Obamacare’s 
subsidies for millions of people’s 
health-insurance plans are illegal. That 
decision, as Jindal says, could cause 
“disruption.” 

But replacing Obamacare with 
Jindal’s plan wouldn’t do much to 
ameliorate that disruption, because the 
deduction wouldn’t be an adequate re- 
placement for the vanished subsidies. 
It would even increase the disruption 
because of its treatment of employer- 
provided coverage. A response based 
on the senators’ plan would do much 
more to solve the problem. 

Jindal is right to say that the Su- 
preme Court case raises the stakes for 
Republicans trying to devise a replace- 
ment for Obamacare. It also highlights 
the unsuitability of his proposed 
solution. 


-Ramesh Ponnuru, 
Bloomberg News 


SMOKING 


continued from page 1 


ee GIP EONS 


The task force to potentially ban smoking has 
finally gotten around to meeting for the first 


time, but what more is there to discuss? 


Allow me to do your job for you, spe- 
cial taskforce. 

In case some people don’t already 
know, smoking cigarettes is a leading 
cause of cancer. 

“Lung cancer is the leading cause 
of cancer death and the second most 
common cancer among both men 
and women in the United States,” 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Smoking 
cigarettes causes 90 percent of lung 
cancer. 

Since this is a university where 
learning is the main goal, perhaps we 
should teach our students to take care 
of their bodies, as well as the bodies 
of their fellow second-hand smoking 
students and professors. 

All of the freedoms we enjoy in this 
country, in this state and at CSULB 
exist under the condition that they do 
not impinge on other people’s health 
and safety. 

- Students, faculty and staff have the 
right to remain cancer free. They have 
the right to not worry about compli- 
cations if they get a cold or the dis- 
comfort of a headache made worse 
by a cloud of smoke. And what about 
the students with asthma or cystic fi- 
brosis? 

“I would be okay with smoking on 
campus generally if it stayed within 
the designated smoking areas, but 
people just smoke while walking 
through campus,” Nathalia Diaz, a 
second year health science major, 


Misaide 


Diaz suffers from asthma, but has 
been putting up with the smoke that 
sets her condition off for the last two 
years. 

A lot of students are trying e- 
cigarettes now, and the creators say 


that they are safe, but that isn’t true. 
Besides the fact that they continue 
to fuel an addiction to nicotine, the 
U. S. Food and Drug Administration 
found cancer-causing substances in 
half the e-cigarettes they tested, ac- 
cording to the American Cancer So- 
ciety. 

“If someone is puffing on a cloud, 
and it smells like cherries, it’s kind of 
nice,” Christopher Eshe, junior psy- 
chology major, said. “Like, it’s kind 
of like an air freshener. Then again, 
if people are irritated, confine it to an 
area.” 

Smoking causes harm to almost 
every single organ in the body, the 
CDC says on its fact sheet, and it 
causes more deaths each year than 
the human immunodeficiency virus, 
illegal drug use, alcohol use, motor 
vehicle injuries and firearm-related 
incidents combined. 

Therefore, logic dictates that it 
harms almost every student who comes 
into contact with smoking - whether it 
is first-hand or second-hand. 

The benefits include only the im- 
mediate gratification that comes with 
feeding a monstrous addiction to a 
harmful drug. 

Doris Arreaga, a senior molecular 
biology major said she does not think 
there should be smoking on campus 
and that she has seen “people litter- 
ing and throwing their cigarette butts 
anywhere.” 

The findings show that the best 
way to implement a tobacco and 
nicotine consumption and sales ban 
at CSULB is also the most common. 
way to ban anything anywhere — post 
some signs, send out a newsletter and 
make offenders pay a fine. 

You're welcome, special taskforce. 


Have you had any interesting experiences as a 
resident in the on or off-campus residence halls? 
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S others were too scared to. People are _ 


COLUMN 


My name is Ronna White, and I 
am a 21-year-old journalism student 
with a passion for anything and ev- 
erything about sex and relationships. 

This is my first year at California 
State University, Long Beach. I at- 

tended Orange Coast College for my 
first three years of college right out of 
high school. 

While attending OCC, I took a 
human sexuality class that opened 
my eyes to the wonderful world of 
sex. This class forced me out of my 
comfort zone by passing around gi- 
ant dildos, interviewing former porn 
stars, and even discovering my own 
sexuality. 

I wrote a sex and relationship col- 
umn for their newspaper, and I loved 
every minute of it. 

[also have my own personal blog 
on which I share personal experienc- 
es, discussing topics like pap smears 


and giving tips on how to give a _ 


mind-expanding blow job or to help- 


_ ing a woman reach an orgasm. | try © 


to be not only entertaining, but also 
as educational as possible. 

I decided to start talking and writ- 
ing about sex because I noticed that 
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taught to suppress their sexual appe- 
tite and not flaunt their sexuality at 
all from a very young age. 

Sex and sexuality should be open- 


_ly accepted. We should not only talk 


about the act but also about our fan- 
tasies, sexual preferences, and so on, 
without criticism or judgment from 
others. 

I hope to empower women, since 
their sexuality has been suppressed 
far more than men. Women should 
be able to talk openly about sex, like 
men can, without worrying about 
slut-shaming. 

My main purpose for this column 
is to help to create a more informed, 
tolerant, sex-positive society. 

I enjoy having sex and I know 
most people that are sexually active 
enjoy it as well, so why shy away from 
talking about something you enjoy 
so much? It just does not make sense. 

I am open to questions, com- 
ments, concerns and so on. The only 
requirement is that you keep it clean 
by refraining from using deroga- 
tory or demeaning terms. Feel free 
to email me at ronnalouisewhite@ 
yahoo.com. I look forward to hear- 
ing from you all. : 


Catcalls 


RONNA 


How many times have you been 
walking down the street, and a car 
either honks at you or you hear kiss- 
ing sounds and other audible non- 
sense that some men think will at- 
tract a woman? If you are a female, 
I am guessing it has happened to you 
at least a dozen times. 

I personally have had it done to 
me by men of various ages, ethnici- 
ties and financial background (you 
can tell by the cars they.drive). These 
types of men do not discriminate ei- 
ther — believe me. 

I am not bothered so much by the 
fact that men “flirt” with me like this 
as I am minding my own business, 
but no way would I ever agree that 
these actions are complimentary. 

I struggled with accepting com- 


Men think they are being flirtatious by 
shouting at ladies in the streets, but it’s just 
sexual harassment. 


WHITE 


Conttributing Writer 


pliments in the past because I had a 
low self-esteem, but I learned to ac- 
cept them. Being called “beautiful,” 
“cute,” or having someone comment 
on a physical attribute, personality 
trait or even personal characteristic 
can be a compliment to me. 

Just remember that telling some- 
one that he or she has a “beauti- 
ful body” is different from saying, 
“Damn, you have a nice rack and a 
great ass.” One is a compliment, and 
the other is straight up sexual harass- 
ment. 

No one wins in the situation ei- 
ther. The person yelling out never 
gets a positive reaction from the per- 
son they are harassing, and the per- 
son being harassed feels violated. 

Stop catcalling. 


Reading 
the tea 
leaves for 
2016 
Leis you 
nowhere 


In 2002, John Judis and Ruy Teixeira 
published a book called “The Emerg- 
ing Democratic Majority,” predicting 
that large and dependable minorities 
would grow out of a “strengthening 
alliance between minorities, work- 
ing and single women, the college 
educated, and skilled professionals,” 
as Teixeira wrote on the 10-year an- 
niversary of the book’s publication. 
Over the last 12years, there has been a 
lot of back and forth between liberals 
and conservatives over this thesis, as 
liberals declared that the Republican 
Party was the party of the past, and 
conservatives dryly noted that the 
emerging majority seemed to be a little 
hesitant about actually coming out of 
its shell. At the moment, the opposing 
camps seem to have settled into two 
fairly stable sets ofopinions: Conserva- 
tives point to 2010 and 2014 and say 
the thesis is bunk; liberals grumpily 


concede that Republicans may be able 
to win low-turnout midterm elections, 
but demographic change is going to 
lock them out of the presidency for a 
good long while. 

The National Journal has just pub- 
lished a pretty convincing case for the 
Republican side, authored by ... John 
Judis. Current left-wing theories about 
the difference between the midterm 
and presidential electorates, he says, 
“obscure the possibility that 2014 was 
not an isolated event but rather the 
latest manifestation of a resurgent 
Republican coalition.” Democrats are 
losing middle-class voters, he argues, 
who dislike hardcore social conserva- 
tism but don’t mind the milder variety 
_and, more important, who really 
dislike rapidly growing government 
spending and the taxes that go with it. 

I had two thoughts when I read this: 
If even John Judis has given up on the 
Emerging Democratic Majority, every- 
one else should give up, too. It’s over. If 
John Judis was wrong about the EDM, 
then he may be wrong about this, too. 

But that second point is not really 
fair. Readers of Philip Tetlock should 
know that even the best expertspredict 
world events with only mildly better- 
success than they'd have by guessing at 
random. (No, not even Paul Krugman.) 
The EDM was a perfectly reasonable 
thesis. But it failed to take into account 
future developments, which Judis 
highlights in his new essay. What are 
those developments? Democrats are no 
longer gaining among the young and 
the middle class. Instead, they’re los- 
ing. And while demographic change in 
the electorate is enough to compensate 
for the loss of white working-class vot- 
ers (who have been falling away from 
the Democratic Party since the late 
1960s), it cannot overcome the effect of 
losing both them and the middle class. 

I’ve long been skeptical of grand 
EDM theories _ perhaps because I 
remember too well the predictions, 
fashionable circa 2004, that Demo- 
crats were heading for permanent 
minority status. As Sean Trendeex- 
plainsin his excellent book “The Lost 


Majority,’there’s really no such thing 
as a stable and long-lived coalition. 
Parties win elections by building large 
coalitions of voters with disparate 
interests. Then events, and the internal 
tensions of their own coalitions, pull 
them apart. The idea of semi-perma- 
nent majorities is an optical illusion, 
not a law of nature. 

I'd add a personal corollary to this, 
which is that the more ascendant your 
ideology seems, the more danger it 
is in of internal fracture, because the 
center of your coalition is militantly 
ideological, but the vast masses of 
voters on the outer edge are not. The 
more secure the grip on power seems, 
the more prone the militants are to 
demand policies that will chase regular 
voters into the arms of the other side. , 
The 1968 Democratic meltdown is per- 
haps the clearest example of this, but 
far from the only one _ I'd put 2008 
in the same basket. If Democrats had 
not been so convinced that they were 
having an FDR moment, they wouldn't 
have suffered such brutal losses in state 
and national legislatures over the last 
four years. 

That’s why I’m not arguing that Judis 
has identified an ascendant Republican 
majority; I don’t believe in such things. 
(To be fair, Judis isn’t arguing this, 
either, though of course his headline 
writer couldn't resist titling the piece 
“The Emerging Republican Advan- 
tage.”) On the other hand, I do think 
he has identified trends that should 
worry the hell out of Democrats plan- 
ning for 2016. The party has allowed 
itself to settle on Hillary Clinton as the 
candidate of least resistance: a woman 
who will be nearly 70 years old in 2016, 
and who was hand-walked into office 
in Deep Blue New York State, which is 
not exactly playing against the varsity. 
She’s never won a tough campaign 
against a credible opponent. If Judis is 
right that Democrats are in for a real 
fight, that may come to look like a fatal 
mistake. 

There is good reason to think that 


' Democrats will be in for a real fight. 


Some of it comes from Judis, whois 


certainly right that they have slipped 
among middle-class voters recently, 
though we don’t know if this is a 
statistical blip or a trend. He also notes 
that they are losingtheir edge with 
young voters, who were supposed to 
be the cornerstone of that emerging 
majority; support among young voters 
slippedfrom a high of 65 percent to just 
54 percent in the last election. Some 
of that is the difference between mid- 
terms and presidential elections, I’m 
sure _ but this also represents a drop of 
6 percentage points from 2006. 

Other reasons to think that Demo- 
crats might have difficulty include 
the fact that the longer your party 
holds the White House, the harder it 
gets to hold onto it, as voters long for 
a change and the odds of a scandal 
rise. To be sure, economic growth and 
low oil prices are improving Barack 
Obama’s approval ratings, which will 
help whoever follows.On the other 
hand, if Al Gore could barely grind to 
a statistical tie after the 1990s boom, 
then I wouldn’t count on these to carry 
Clinton over the finish line _ even if 
they last, which they might well not. 

Again, this is not to say that Hillary 
Clinton is doomed. Much depends on 
who the Republican nominee will be. 
But on this, I side with Joe Scarbor- 
ough, who noted during the 2012 pri- 
maries that “Republicans don’t nomi- 
nate crazy.” They may flirt with crazy; 
they may even sit down for dinner and 
a drink. But in the end, they choose 
something respectable and a little bor- 
ing to bring home to meet the voters. I 
expect that will also be true this time 
around, however opponents may rage 
that their moderately conservative 
views ought not to be respectable in a 
decent society. And this time around, 
unlike 2012, Republicans have a deep 
bench of credibly non-crazy candidates 
to choose from. 

So assume that the Democratic 
nominee is Hillary Clinton, because 
if it’s not Hillary Clinton, they are in 
even deeper trouble; it will mean that 
a health crisis or (unlikely) a scandal 
has forced Clinton to bow out, having 


sucked up all the funds and the media 
oxygen that Democrats could have 
used to develop alternate candidates, 
and that some unprepared understudy 
has assumed her place. And assume 
that she will be facing a Republican 
candidate who has successfully won 

a series of elections in a swing state, 

or even a blue state. And assume 

that Judis is right about his thesis: 
Democrats are having trouble with the 
middle class,who, contra Democratic 
myth-making, will be perfectly happy 
to elect a pro-life politician as long 

as he doesn’t start maunderingabout 
“legitimate rape” _ and as long as he 
promises to keep their taxes from 
growing so fast. 

Starting with these assumptions, I 
draw a fewvery tentative conclusions: 
The Obama administration is going 
in exactly the wrong direction with its 
“middle-class agenda,” and this will 
hurt Hillary Clinton in 2016 unless she 
repudiates it. The middle class does 
not want to hear about all the awesome 
new spending they’re going to get to 
help them out (did anyone cringe dur- 
ing the State of the Union speech when 
Obama identified a couple that needed 
help because they couldn’t afford new 
cars and vacations?). The middle class 
wants to hear that they are going to be 
able to keep what they have. Absent 
some completely unpredictable event, 
like Bill Clinton’s death, Hillary 
Clinton is not going to walk to the 
presidency; at best, she is going to have 
a hard fight on her hands. Scott Walker 
starts looking like the candidate best 
positioned to take Clinton on: a regular 
guy, not an Ivy League technocrat, 
and one who has proven experience 
winning tough elections and curbing 
government spending. 

These are not predictions, because 
as Tetlock has shown, predictions are 
bunk. But they’re things to keep in 
mind as we head into 2016. 

Though if Chris Christie continues 
with this vaccine nonsense, I’m putting 
him in the “crazy” bin. 


-Megan McArdle, Bloomberg News 
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By MADISON D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant news editor 


Free, intimate concerts freckle across 
Los Angeles County every month. Record 
stores like Fingerprints in Long Beach and 
Amoeba in Hollywood play homage to up- 
and-coming artists by giving audiences a 
glimpse of what’s to come. 

Oxnard bred drummer and vocalist 
Anderson .Paak, also known as Breezy 
Lovejoy, performed a free gig at Amoeba 
Records in Hollywood on Tuesday. He was 
accompanied by friends and band mates, 
‘The Free Nationals. 

“Tve known him for many years,” Jose 
Rios, guitarist for The Free Nationals, said. 
“The music that he plays is music that we 
make together. It’s real to us. It’s real life.” 

After a year of creating and dribbling 
out singles, opening for DJs and posting 
music videos on Youtube, .Paak released 
his debut album, “Venice,” on Tuesday. 
After the show, the crowd was able to pur- 
chase “Venice” then head back to the stage 
to get a photo and autograph from .Paak. 

“Something that we worked on for like 
a year straight is out now, and it’s affecting 
people,” .Paak said. “It’s amazing to see it. 
It never gets old.” 

Kelly Barillas, 21, from Norwalk first 
discovered Anderson .Paak while seeing 
him open for Jhene Aiko at the Nokia 
Theatre in September. She wrote down his 
name and liked his blend of rap, jazz and 
rock enough to track down his next show. 

“He’s different,’ Barillas said. “He’s 
R&B and hip hop.” 

Growing up under a musically eclectic 
roof and playing the drums for over 10 
years has given .Paak the building blocks 
to his unique sound. 

“My mom played a lot of soul music, 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


DIVERSIONSD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


.Paaking a sound 


Anderson .Paak bled rhythm at a free gig at Amoeba Records in Hollywood on Tuesday 


funk and R&B growing up. So that’s, like, 
my foundation,” .Paak said. “It was never 
just one thing. I was just used to every- 
thing and I think that’s what carried over 
into the music I make today.” 

About 50 fans grooved around the stage, 
filling out several rows of the merchandise 
aisles. .Paak’s set included an hours worth 
of head-nod-worthy beats from his album 
“Venice,” including the single “Drugs.” 

“The number one thing I like about 
playing live is being able to interact with 
the people [and] feed off their energy,” 
.Paak said. “Reaching that level outside of 
myself is what I like the most ... [It’s great] 
to not be so insecure and just be on stage 
and let it out.” 

Zach -Acosta, a 25-year-old audio en- 
gineer from Arizona, has attended many 
of Amoeba’s free concerts. He preached 
about the importance of live shows, argu- 
ing that a great live performance is impor- 
tant for new artists. 

“Ithinka great performance shows how 
much of an artist you really are,” Acosta 
said. “It’s cool to see people who can really 
perform and really show that they’re into 
what they're doing.” 

.Paak said that he also believes that live 
shows are essential. His ability to rally up 
a modest motley of supporters on an early 
Tuesday evening made clear that a crowd’s 
reception is crucial to him. 

“Tn this day and age a lot has suffered [in 
the music industry] but [what] has come 
out [of it are] good live shows and the ap- 
preciation for buying music,” .Paak said. 
“We want to be able to compete with elec- 
tronic dance music DJs and be able to put 
on something that people will come out to 
every time.” 

.Paak and The Free Nationals will be 
playing on Friday at Salzer’s Records in 
Ventura at 6 p.m. His debut album “Ven- 
ice” is available in stores and on iTunes. 
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Oxnard bred drummer and vocalist, Anderson Paak, performed a free concert at Amoeba Records in Hollywood on Tuesday. 


Four-piece reggae band Headshine performs outside of the USU on Wednesday. 


By MELITZA BELTRAN 
Contributing Writer 


Students gathered at the 
South Plaza on upper 
campus for ASI’s first 
Noontime Concert of the 
semester. 


Smooth reggae blues weaved with 
Wednesday’s warm rays at California 
State University, Long Beach’s South 


Plaza. The black slab of stage based the 
centerpiece to this semester's first in- 
stallment of ASI and USU’s Noontime 
Concert Series. 

About 30 students came out to watch 
the four-piece from Huntington Beach 
belt outa series of classic Jamaican-based 
jams, as well as a few originals. Whether 
their music served as a convenient back- 
drop to a quick bite at the Nugget Grill 
and Pub or a free pass to some free after- 
noon entertainment, Headshine man- 
aged to capture the attention of students 
in between classes. 

“We were just walking past, but we 
chose to sit down,” junior Emily Gil- 


“GREG Diaz |Daity 49ER 


hooly, a marketing major at CSULB, 
said. “[The atmosphere is] pretty chill. 
It’s nice to sit in the afternoon and listen 
to it.” 

Headshine is compiled ofa lead singer 
Ras Soumakian, guitarist and keyboard- 
ist David Elizondo, drummer Austin 
Weber and bass guitarist Rikki Juarez. 

“They're very good with the crowd. 
They bring a very good energy,” sopho- 
more Courtney Schwab, a nutrition ma- 
jor at CSULB, said. “T actually like their 
music.” 

The Daily 49er pulled three of the 
members aside to talk inspirations, tours 
and what'’s to come. 


How would you guys describe your: 
sound? 
Elizondo: I would say it’s acous- 
tic reggae rock witha slight bit of 
alternative-rock influence. We're 
not doing roots, but were not doing 
Nirvana-rock—it’s a flavor of all of 
that. So it’s kind of like so-cal vibes 
with some acoustic reggae rock thing 
going on. : 


When and where did you guys me 


Juarez: Craig’s List-- we met through | 


a Craig’s List ad. All Craig’s-List kill- 
ers came together. 

Elizondo: Ras was a solo dude and 
then he was looking for people, so he 
just started adding people. Honestly 


this was my first time stepping out and. 
going on Craig’s list. I was always [re-_ 


lying on] whoever I knew, just word of 
mouth, but that didn’t work for me for 
the last ten years so I’ve got.to. 
Craig’s List and get the ball rollin 

Weber: This was én 2( 
month of June. 


Who do you guys ¢ iration 


from? 
E: Catch Fire is like my go-to reggae 
band. But I listen to a lot of hip hop 
and it sounds nothing like our style 
... Its different and [I] need a break. 
[Sometimes} [I] listen to a completely 
different style so [I] get inspired. And 
[I] apply that inspiration into what 
were doing. 
W: We draw a lot of inspiration . 
from a lot of different places. 


Are you guys working on new 
music? : 


E: Everyday. 'm hopingby the aes 


summer we cut an album. Right now 
we have a five song EP 6n Sound 
Cloud. : 


W: We have new songs that we play 
live that-we haven't recorded. We've 
got some stuff in the works that need 
to be recorded, but hopefully we'll get 
something out soon. j 


is have you shared the 


: currently opening for 
the Wailers, Catch Fire—some really 


heavy reggae bands. 


[ave you gotten a glimpse of the 
“rock star life?” 

W: A little. We've dipped our little 
toes in. It feels good. 

E: That’s one thing I don't want to 
become. I don’t want to be that guy 
that thinks I’m better than anybody. 
It’s always a bummer when you meet 
someone that you've looked up to and 
they‘rejerkso = 


Are thére any shows you guys are 


looking forward to? 


: The 20th and 21st of this month 

e playing a beer festival in San 

: tho. knows what [genres] we'll 
play rut it’s [probably] going to 
be that vibe where it’s either like reg- 
gae or dance music or hip hop. 


ty 


How far do you guys intend to take 
the band? 

E: All the way. I would want to see 
the band go on tour with some big 


names. That's our next goal, to get on 


tour where are opening up for some 
age band like Matisyahu or maybe 
Heads. We're one of those bands 
re the singer is very serious about 
ag writing and he’s constantly 
It's almost like it’s his baby. 

his thing going, and we're just 
r input] into what he's 


LASSIFIED ee 
© SS F S WWW.DAILY4 9ER.COM THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2015 


ADVERTISINGD4 JER @ GMAIL.COM 
|EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 

6541 E. SPRING ST. 

LONG BEACH, CA 90808 EYE EXAM + 

562. Ao. ei 1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 
OR 


$99 SPECIAL§ TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


INCLUDES: 
EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 
great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 
fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 
for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES . 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
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Ave.)"A value fram ates ic len: 
ia a begdbbaaele ik pe at the 
tel perils not be c ombined vi ny other 


counts or insurance. 


Programs Offered By: 
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Junior John La Rusche led 
the 49ers to victory ina 
four set thriller. 


By KAYCE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


The No. 11 Long Beach State volleyball 
team dropped its first set before win- 


ning its next three to top No. 9 UCLA 4-1 


Wednesday night at the Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (7-3 overall, 1-3 Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation) rallied back for 
a nail-biting finale as junior outside hitter 
Cody Martin sealed the 49er win with a 
solo block to take the match. Player of the 
game junior John La Rusch led the way 
with 38 kills, two blocks, nine digs and 
one service ace. 


“We need to worry about our side of 


the net and less about what they’re doing,” 
head coach Alan Knipe said. “We have to 
be cleaner and work on finishing plays.” 

The 49ers trailed the Bruins (5-4, 1-4) 
for the majority of the first set, but came 
back strong in the second with back-to- 
back kills from Martin and sophomore 
middle blocker Bryce Yould. 

After taking a five point-lead in the 
fourth set, the Bruins came back to tie it 
up at 23. A service error from the Bruins 
made it match point for the 49ers. A long 
rally ended with Martin’s block and the 
win for LBSU. Martin finished the night 

- with 13 kills, two in the final set and two 
service aces. 
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LBSU middle blocker Bryce Yould spikes the ball against UCLA’s Trent Kersten on Wednesday at the Walter Pyramid. The Beach defeated the Bruins 


in four sets. 


For most of the match, LBSU worked 
on figuring out the identity of the Bru- 
ins. With three new starters for the Bru- 
ins, the 49ers had to work on containing 
freshman outside hitter Jake Arnitz. LB- 
SU’s lone returning starter, junior middle 
blocker Taylor Gregory, ended the night 


with eight kills and 5 blocks. 

It was all about teamwork for LBSU 
and playing clean for the entire match. 
Most of the night, the 49ers went back and 
forth, trading points with the Bruins. Late 
in the second set, the 49ers made it to set 
point with 24-18 lead before winning the 


match on a Bruin service error. 

“We rely on each other on the court,” 
La Rusche said. “We were a little anxious 
out there and just needed to slow it down.” 

Knipe said that instead of focusing 
on match-to-match training, the team 
worked on the same things every practice. 


The 49ers watched video from the previ- 
ous match to find any areas of improve- 
ments they need to make as well as study- 
ing video of their upcoming opponents. 

The 49ers will match up against UC 
Santa Barbara in a non-conference game 
Friday in the Walter Pyramid. 


Roadblocks 


The 49ers begin difficult road to repeating as Big West 


champions. 


By KAYCE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


Two games separated the top four 
teams in last year’s Big West confer- 
ence title race. The Long Beach State 
softball team is expecting the up- 
coming season to produce a similar 
finish. ; 

The preseason coaches’ poll re- 
leased last week picked Cal State Ful- 
lerton and Cal Poly to finish second 
and third, respectively, in the Big 
West just behind LBSU. The same poll 
picked the 49ers to win it all again. 

“The teams [in the conference] 
are really good,” junior infielder 
Darian Tautalafua said. “Cal Poly 
still has their pitcher [sophomore 
right-hander Sierra Hyland], she 
was a freshman last year and she 
was really good. Fullerton is always 
a good competitor for us, same for 
Hawaii.” 

With reigning Big West Player of 
the Year Missy Taukeihano, Fuller- 
ton will be one the toughest confer- 
ence opponent for The Beach after 
CSUF earned three first-place votes 
in the preseason poll. 

“[Fullerton’s] hitting line-up is 
crazy,’ Tautalafua said. “They still 


have Missy Taukeiaho.” 

Taukeiaho, a junior infielder, has 
piled up the accolades in her short 
collegiate career. The 2015 USA 
Collegiate Player of the Year watch 
list named Taukeiaho as a possible 
candidate for the award last week. 
Taukeiaho was the only player from 
the Big West to be named on ‘the list. 

“[Taukeiaho is] very good, very 
good player,” senior infielder Ash- 
ley Holmes said. “I'd be surprised if 
she’s not the player of the year, per- 
sonally.” 

Fullerton also earned two votes 
in the USA Today/NFCA preseason 
poll that determines the top 25 
teams in the country; however, the 
Titans didn’t break into the top 25. 

“[Fullerton] are always the rival,” 
Holmes said. “Always the ones we 
want to beat.” 

The 49ers were 1-2 against the 
Titans last year. That series includ- 
ed an 8-0 opening game loss that 
snapped an 11-game win streak by 
the 49ers. Long Beach State was even 
worse against Cal Poly, dropping all 
three games against the Mustangs at 


home. 

Despite sweeping the 49ers, the 
Mustangs finished a game behind 
Long Beach State for the Big West ti- 
tle last year. Cal Poly is the other big 
threat to the 49ers’ goal of becoming 
champions again. The Mustangs will 
have the 2014 Freshman Pitcher of 
the Year Sierra Hyland returning for 
her sophomore season. 

“I know that [Hyland] was placed 
fifth in the nation for pitching,” 
sophomore infielder Lauren Lom- 
bardi said. “I know that that’ll be 
tough, but we have the bats.” 

The Mustangs lost their chance 
at the Big West title after dropping 
a thrilling, extra-innings match-up 
against the 49ers in the final game of 
the season. 

The 49ers have a tough conference 
schedule full of big matchups with 
tremendous title implications. Yet, 
the series they are looking forward 
to the most isn’t against a traditional 
rival, or even a team that beat them 
last year: 

“Hawaii,” Holmes said. “Because 
we get to go to Hawaii.” 


SOFTBALL 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


“We're working as hard as we can to 
get ready,” head coach Kim Sowder said. 
“We'll find out right away on Friday.” 

Sowder, the 2014 Big West Coach of 
the Year, will be entering her ninth séa- 
son in charge of the 49ers. Sowder won 
her third conference championship last 
year and led the 49ers to the NCAA 
Tournament again. 

Three first-team All-Big West selec- 
tions graduated after the 2014 season: 
pitcher Erin Jones-Wesley and infield- 
ers Cya Neal and Ashlynn Booker. Out 
of all the departures, the 49ers will miss 
Jones-Wesley’s arm the most. The 2011 
Big West Player of the Year set school 
all-time records for strikeouts, wins and 
appearances before graduating last year. 

Jones-Wesley is working as a com- 
munications coordinator and softball 
instructor at the Major League Baseball 
Urban Youth Academy. : 

Returning to the 49ers will be 2014 
Big West Defensive Player of the Year 
and shortstop Shayna Kimbrough, first-° 
team All-Big West selection and right- 
hander Amanda Hansen and second- 
team All-Big West selections Lauren 
Lombardi and Darian Tautalafua. 

The 49ers have many new faces on 
the team, but the players and coaches 
believe in the newcomers as well as the 
established veterans. 

“J think that we’ve got a lot of talent,” 
Lombardi said. “And I think that we can 
do really well as long as we keep that en- 
ergy up and work hard.” 

The 49ers will have a tough start to an 
already difficult preseason schedule. The 


Big Sky Conference preseason coaches 
poll picked Idaho State to win the con- 
ference and Sacramento State to finish 
second. The same poll for the Southland 
Conference picked Northwestern State 
to win that conference. 

“Tt’s going to be a challenge right away 
for our team,” Sowder said. “Every single 
one of these teams coming in is an expe- 
rienced team that has had a lot of suc- 
cess.” 

The Pac-12 preseason coaches poll 
picked Utah to finish sixth in the confer- 
ence. However, the Utes have five ranked 
teams in their conference. Playing 
against the top teams in the nation every 
year makes Utah a dangerous opponent. 
Last year, Utah beat the 49ers 11-3. 

“We're very familiar with Utah,” 
Sowder said. “We've played them quite a 
bit, and they returned their whole team, 
just about.” 

The schedule will only get more dif- 
ficult for the 49ers this season. Senior 
infielder Ashley Holmes said the key to 
doing well will be to keep it simple. 

“[We need to] just go out and play 
softball like any other day, not to think 
too much,” senior infielder Ashley 
Holmes said. 

The biggest question going into the 
opening tournament will be whether 


the pitching staff will be good enough to 


keep pace with their experienced lineup. 
Sowder will use a three-person rotation 
consisting of senior right-handers Han- 
sen, Christian Carbajal and sophomore 
right-hander Christina Clermont to 
start the season. 


